162                           PAUL GAUGUIN
In the morning one of Tehura's mothers brought some fresh
coco-nuts to the hut* Gauguin could see in her look that she
knew of Tehura's infidelity.
"You went fishing yesterday?" she asked* "Was everything
all right?"
By the March mail-boat Gauguin received a small sum of
money from de Monfreid, which came at a moment when he
had nothing left. He had made arrangements for leaving Tahiti
on a warship that was to take him as far as Noumea in New
Caledonia and he told his friend in his letter of reply: "Whatever
happens, I embark on May 1st for my native land. I have managed
at last to find someone to whom I shall pay interest, and give
some canvases as a guarantee, who will lend me the money
for my fare in the event of the French Government sending a
refusal. I must leave then, for otherwise by America it would
cost me more than double by Noumea. And the warship that
is going to Noumea in May does not go there often. Apart
from that, there is nothing new to tell you. On my arrival at
Marseilles it is possible that I shall telegraph to you to send
me the necessary money for the railway journey* Consequently
move haven and earth to get me money. You have two months*
As soon as I arrive I undertake to repay it*"
A fortnight later, Gauguin told de Monfreid of a new plan,
of a visit to the Marquesas Archipelago before returning to
France. He was writing on the 3ist of March. On this same
day, ten years later, when he had been for eighteen months
a resident in the Marquesas, he was to receive the sentence
that hurried on his death. But for the moment the idea of
going there was more an idea than a possibility.
"Since Tve received your letter and since I am writing
to you, it means that I'm still here* . * . Each mail I expect
the cash which Morice has of mine* No news from him in spite
of the letter I wrote five months ago. ... Til know how to
settle that account when I get back. Then besides him, there
might be some money by the next mail from Tanguy, or
Portier or Joyant. Without any doubt I must go and work in